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(UGO "LACK OF !LABAMA� (OW (IS 2OOTS AND %ARLY #AREER 3HAPED THE 'REAT
#HAMPION OF THE #ONSTITUTION� "Y 3TEVE 3UITTS� -ONTGOMERY� .EW3OUTH
"OOKS���������PP��������)3".�����������

 6IRGINIA$URR�(UGO"LACK�SNOTORIOUSLYOUTSPOKENSISTERINLAW�SAID�
AT"LACK�SCENTENNIALCOMMEMORATIVECEREMONYIN����ATTHE5NIVERSITY
OF !LABAMA ,AW 3CHOOL� h7E WERE ALL SONSABITCHESv GROWING UP IN
!LABAMAINTHELATENINETEENTHANDEARLYTWENTIETHCENTURIES�!LLWHITE
!LABAMIANSWERERACISTS�EITHERPASSIVE�MOSTOFTHECOMMUNITY	ORAC
TIVE�+LANNERSANDOTHERSUCHVIRULENTHATEGROUPS	�
 $URRCHANGEDHERVIEWSABOUTRACEANDDISCRIMINATIONAFTERATTENDING
UNIVERSITYhUP.ORTH�vBUTMOST!LABAMIANSDIDNOT TRAVELOUTSIDE THE
STATEANDDIDNOTCHANGETHEIRVIEWSABOUTTHEPRESUMEDSUPERIORITYOF
7!30SOVER!FRICAN!MERICANS�#ATHOLICS�AND*EWS�h7EAREPRODUCTSOF
OURENVIRONMENTANDOURACTIONSAREDRAWNFROMSUCHNURTURING�vSHE
CONSTANTLYMAINTAINED�
 !ND YET THERE IS THE SEEMING PARADOX OF HER BROTHERINLAW� (UGO
"LACK�/VERHISLIFETIME�����n����	�"LACKWASANIGHTCOURTJUDGECALLED
h(UGOTO(ELLv "LACK BY HIS ENEMIES� A BATTLING PROSECUTOR� THE MOST
SUCCESSFULANDFEAREDATTORNEYIN!LABAMA�NICKNAMEDh%GOv"LACK	�A
5�3�SENATOR�ARADICALh.EW$EALERv�CALLEDhTHEDAMN#OMMON-AN�S
SOLONv	WHOFOUGHTFORTHEhLITTLEMANvANDFORATHIRTYHOURWORKWEEK�
AND� lNALLY� A HIGHLY RESPECTED !SSOCIATE *USTICE OF THE 5�3� 3UPREME
#OURTFROM����UNTILHISRETIREMENTIN3EPTEMBER�����"YALLACCOUNTS�
"LACK�SHISTORICALLEGACYSTANDSAMONGAHANDFULOFJUDICIALGREATSTOSERVE
ONTHENATION�SHIGHESTCOURT�
 5NTIL"LACKLEFTFORTHE5�3�3ENATEAFTERHISELECTIONIN�����WHICH
HE WON BECAUSE OF THE CRITICALLY IMPORTANT VOTES OF !LABAMA +U +LUX
+LANMEMBERSANDSUPPORTERS	�HERARELYLEFTTHESTATE�(EWASAPROD
UCTOFHISEXPERIENCESGROWINGUPINTURNOFTHECENTURYRURAL!LABAMA�
�)NDEED�"LACK�WHOWASTHE INVETERATE JOINER� JOINEDTHE"IRMINGHAM
++++LAVERNIN�����	!NDYET�AFTERHEWROTETHEOPINIONOFTHECOURT
INTHE����CRIMINALJUSTICECASE#HAMBERSV�&LORIDA�!FRICAN!MERICANS
SAW "LACK AS A HEROIC lGURE� )N THE FACE OF SUCH A CONUNDRUM� 9UL
"RYNNER�INTHEPERSONAOF+ING-ONGKUTFROMTHElLM4HE+INGAND
)�MIGHTWELLHAVEDECLAREDh7HATAPUZZLEMENT�v
 3TEVE 3UITTS�S EXCELLENT BIOGRAPHY OF THE YOUNG (UGO� COVERING THE
YEARS FROMHISBIRTH IN���� THROUGH THE����3ENATERACE�GRACIOUSLY
PROVIDESANSWERSTOTHEhPUZZLEMENT�v3UITTSGIVESTHEREADERANINTIMATE�
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WELLWRITTEN�ANDMETICULOUSLYRESEARCHEDACCOUNTOF"LACK�SLIFEFROMHIS
BIRTHINRURAL#LAY#OUNTY�!LABAMA�TOHISPROSECUTORIALANDLAWYERLYSUC
CESSESIN"IRMINGHAM�)NDOINGSO�THEAUTHORTHOROUGHLYANALYZESTHE
EFFECTOFTHESEYEARSONTHEFUTUREMEMBEROFTHE5�3�3UPREME#OURT�
 3EVERAL BOOKS HAVE EXAMINED "LACK�S LIFE IN !LABAMA� #ERTAINLY�
6IRGINIA(AMILTON�S(UGO"LACK�4HE!LABAMA9EARS�"ATON2OUGE�����	
IS A HIGHLY REGARDED RESOURCE� )N MY JUDGMENT� GIVEN MY OWN FAMIL
IARITYWITH(UGO"LACK�S LIFE�BASEDONMYRESEARCH FOR4HE6ISIONAND
THE$REAMOF*USTICE(UGO,�"LACK�!N%XAMINATIONOFA*UDICIAL0HILOSOPHY
;4USCALOOSA�����=�/F0OWERAND2IGHT�(UGO"LACK�7ILLIAM/�$OUGLAS�
AND!MERICA�S#ONSTITUTIONAL2EVOLUTION;.EW9ORK�����=�AND(UGO"LACK�
#OLD3TEEL7ARRIOR;.EW9ORK�����=	�3UITTS�SBOOKBESTEXPLORES(UGO
"LACK�SDEVELOPMENTASANOUTSTANDINGJURISTANDINTERPRETEROFTHE5�3�
#ONSTITUTIONANDFEDERALSTATUTES�
 7HILEHISBOOKAPPROACHESTHESUBJECTMATTERTHEWAYOTHERAUTHORS
DO�I�E��CHRONOLOGICALLY�3UITTS�SMETHODOFRESEARCHINGANDEVALUATINGAND
WRITINGISOUTSTANDING�(EHASPAINTEDAPORTRAITTHATDOESNOTAVOIDTHE
WARTSANDTHEIMPULSES�HEDEPICTSTHEGOODANDTHEBADREALISTICALLYIN
THISSUCCESSFULEFFORTTOGIVEHISAUDIENCE�FROMGENERALREADERSTOSCHOL
ARS	ACLEARSENSEOFWHO(UGO"LACKWASANDWHYHEACTEDASHEDID�
 !SASCHOLARWHOALSOWROTEABOUTTHESEFORMATIVEYEARSOF"LACK�SLIFE�
)WASSTUNNEDBYTHEQUALITYOF3UITTS�SRESEARCH�)NPREPARINGTHEBOOK�
HEMUSTHAVESPENTMANYMONTHS�INDEEDYEARS�PORINGOVERBACKISSUES
OF!LABAMANEWSPAPERS�!NDTHISEFFORTHASGIVENUSAPROFOUNDLYVIBRANT
VIEWOFTHESOCIAL�POLITICAL�ANDRACIALHISTORYOFLATENINETEENTHANDEARLY
TWENTIETHCENTURY!LABAMA�5SINGTHESEORIGINALSOURCESASWELLASMORE
CONVENTIONALBIOGRAPHICALMATERIALS�LETTERS�"LACK�SMARGINALIAINBOOKS
IN HIS LIBRARY� ETC�	� 3UITTS GIVES THE READER lNELY CRAFTED DESCRIPTIONS
OF "LACK�S EXPERIENCES AND EXPLANATIONS FOR HIS PARADOXICAL BEHAVIOR�
&OREXAMPLE�ASATRIALLAWYERINSEGREGATIONIST"IRMINGHAMINTHEEARLY
����S�HEUSEDTHEWORDhNIGGERvFOREFFECTINCIVILANDCRIMINALTRIALSBUT
SUBSEQUENTLYFOUGHTFOREQUALITYFORALL!MERICANS�SEEHIS#HAMBERSV�
&LORIDAOPINION	�
 3UITTS�SBOOKISASIGNIlCANTADDITIONTOTHESCHOLARSHIPONTHELIFEOF
(UGO"LACK�)TISREQUIREDREADINGFORANYONEINTERESTEDINDISCOVERING
THEROOTSOF(UGO"LACK�SJURISPRUDENCE�
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