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(UGO฀ "LACK฀ OF฀ !LABAMA�฀ (OW฀ (IS฀ 2OOTS฀ AND฀ %ARLY฀ #AREER฀ 3HAPED฀ THE฀ 'REAT฀
#HAMPION฀ OF฀ THE฀ #ONSTITUTION�฀ "Y฀ 3TEVE฀ 3UITTS�฀ -ONTGOMERY�฀ .EW3OUTH฀
"OOKS�฀�����฀���฀PP�฀�������฀)3".฀�
�����
���฀
��

฀ 6IRGINIA฀$URR�฀(UGO฀"LACK�S฀NOTORIOUSLY฀OUTSPOKEN฀SISTER
IN
LAW�฀SAID�฀
AT฀"LACK�S฀CENTENNIAL฀COMMEMORATIVE฀CEREMONY฀IN฀����฀AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀
OF฀ !LABAMA฀ ,AW฀ 3CHOOL�฀ h7E฀ WERE฀ ALL฀ SONS
A
BITCHESv฀ GROWING฀ UP฀ IN฀
!LABAMA฀IN฀THE฀LATE฀NINETEENTH฀AND฀EARLY฀TWENTIETH฀CENTURIES�฀!LL฀WHITE฀
!LABAMIANS฀WERE฀RACISTS�฀EITHER฀PASSIVE฀�MOST฀OF฀THE฀COMMUNITY	฀OR฀AC

TIVE฀�+LANNERS฀AND฀OTHER฀SUCH฀VIRULENT฀HATE฀GROUPS	�฀
฀ $URR฀CHANGED฀HER฀VIEWS฀ABOUT฀RACE฀AND฀DISCRIMINATION฀AFTER฀ATTENDING฀
UNIVERSITY฀hUP฀.ORTH�v฀BUT฀MOST฀!LABAMIANS฀DID฀NOT฀ TRAVEL฀OUTSIDE฀ THE฀
STATE฀AND฀DID฀NOT฀CHANGE฀THEIR฀VIEWS฀ABOUT฀THE฀PRESUMED฀SUPERIORITY฀OF฀
7!30S฀OVER฀!FRICAN฀!MERICANS�฀#ATHOLICS�฀AND฀*EWS�฀h7E฀ARE฀PRODUCTS฀OF฀
OUR฀ENVIRONMENT฀AND฀OUR฀ACTIONS฀ARE฀DRAWN฀FROM฀SUCH฀NURTURING�v฀SHE฀
CONSTANTLY฀MAINTAINED�
฀ !ND฀ YET฀ THERE฀ IS฀ THE฀ SEEMING฀ PARADOX฀ OF฀ HER฀ BROTHER
IN
LAW�฀ (UGO฀
"LACK�฀/VER฀HIS฀LIFETIME฀�����฀n����	�฀"LACK฀WAS฀A฀NIGHT฀COURT฀JUDGE฀CALLED฀
h(UGO
TO
(ELLv฀ "LACK฀ BY฀ HIS฀ ENEMIES�฀ A฀ BATTLING฀ PROSECUTOR�฀ THE฀ MOST฀
SUCCESSFUL฀AND฀FEARED฀ATTORNEY฀IN฀!LABAMA฀�NICKNAMED฀h%GOv฀"LACK	�฀A฀
5�3�฀SENATOR�฀A฀RADICAL฀h.EW฀$EALERv฀�CALLED฀hTHE฀DAMN฀#OMMON
-AN�S฀฀
SOLONv	฀WHO฀FOUGHT฀FOR฀THE฀hLITTLE฀MANv฀AND฀FOR฀A฀THIRTY
HOUR฀WORK฀WEEK�฀
AND�฀ lNALLY�฀ A฀ HIGHLY฀ RESPECTED฀ !SSOCIATE฀ *USTICE฀ OF฀ THE฀ 5�3�฀ 3UPREME฀
#OURT฀FROM฀����฀UNTIL฀HIS฀RETIREMENT฀IN฀3EPTEMBER฀�����฀"Y฀ALL฀ACCOUNTS�฀
"LACK�S฀HISTORICAL฀LEGACY฀STANDS฀AMONG฀A฀HANDFUL฀OF฀JUDICIAL฀GREATS฀TO฀SERVE฀
ON฀THE฀NATION�S฀HIGHEST฀COURT�
฀ 5NTIL฀"LACK฀LEFT฀FOR฀THE฀5�3�฀3ENATE฀AFTER฀HIS฀ELECTION฀IN฀����฀�WHICH฀
HE฀ WON฀ BECAUSE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CRITICALLY฀ IMPORTANT฀ VOTES฀ OF฀ !LABAMA฀ +U฀ +LUX฀
+LAN฀MEMBERS฀AND฀SUPPORTERS	�฀HE฀RARELY฀LEFT฀THE฀STATE�฀(E฀WAS฀A฀PROD

UCT฀OF฀HIS฀EXPERIENCES฀GROWING฀UP฀IN฀TURN
OF
THE
CENTURY฀RURAL฀!LABAMA�฀
�)NDEED�฀"LACK�฀WHO฀WAS฀THE฀ INVETERATE฀ JOINER�฀ JOINED฀THE฀"IRMINGHAM฀
+++฀+LAVERN฀IN฀�����	฀!ND฀YET�AFTER฀HE฀WROTE฀THE฀OPINION฀OF฀THE฀COURT฀
IN฀THE฀����฀CRIMINAL฀JUSTICE฀CASE฀#HAMBERS฀V�฀&LORIDA�!FRICAN฀!MERICANS฀
SAW฀ "LACK฀ AS฀ A฀ HEROIC฀ lGURE�฀ )N฀ THE฀ FACE฀ OF฀ SUCH฀ A฀ CONUNDRUM�฀ 9UL฀
"RYNNER�IN฀THE฀PERSONA฀OF฀+ING฀-ONGKUT฀FROM฀THE฀lLM฀4HE฀+ING฀AND฀
)�MIGHT฀WELL฀HAVE฀DECLARED฀h7HAT฀A฀PUZZLEMENT�v
฀ 3TEVE฀ 3UITTS�S฀ EXCELLENT฀ BIOGRAPHY฀ OF฀ THE฀ YOUNG฀ (UGO�฀ COVERING฀ THE฀
YEARS฀ FROM฀HIS฀BIRTH฀ IN฀����฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀����฀3ENATE฀RACE�฀GRACIOUSLY฀
PROVIDES฀ANSWERS฀TO฀THE฀hPUZZLEMENT�v฀3UITTS฀GIVES฀THE฀READER฀AN฀INTIMATE�฀
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WELL
WRITTEN�฀AND฀METICULOUSLY฀RESEARCHED฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀"LACK�S฀LIFE฀FROM฀HIS฀
BIRTH฀IN฀RURAL฀#LAY฀#OUNTY�฀!LABAMA�฀TO฀HIS฀PROSECUTORIAL฀AND฀LAWYERLY฀SUC

CESSES฀IN฀"IRMINGHAM�฀)N฀DOING฀SO�฀THE฀AUTHOR฀THOROUGHLY฀ANALYZES฀THE฀
EFFECT฀OF฀THESE฀YEARS฀ON฀THE฀FUTURE฀MEMBER฀OF฀THE฀5�3�฀3UPREME฀#OURT�
฀ 3EVERAL฀ BOOKS฀ HAVE฀ EXAMINED฀ "LACK�S฀ LIFE฀ IN฀ !LABAMA�฀ #ERTAINLY�฀
6IRGINIA฀(AMILTON�S฀(UGO฀"LACK�฀4HE฀!LABAMA฀9EARS฀�"ATON฀2OUGE�฀����	฀
IS฀ A฀ HIGHLY฀ REGARDED฀ RESOURCE�฀ )N฀ MY฀ JUDGMENT�฀ GIVEN฀ MY฀ OWN฀ FAMIL

IARITY฀WITH฀(UGO฀"LACK�S฀ LIFE฀�BASED฀ON฀MY฀RESEARCH฀ FOR฀4HE฀6ISION฀AND฀
THE฀$REAM฀OF฀*USTICE฀(UGO฀,�฀"LACK�฀!N฀%XAMINATION฀OF฀A฀*UDICIAL฀0HILOSOPHY฀
;4USCALOOSA�฀����=�฀/F฀0OWER฀AND฀2IGHT�฀(UGO฀"LACK�฀7ILLIAM฀/�฀$OUGLAS�฀
AND฀!MERICA�S฀#ONSTITUTIONAL฀2EVOLUTION฀;.EW฀9ORK�฀����=�฀AND฀(UGO฀"LACK�฀
#OLD฀3TEEL฀7ARRIOR฀;.EW฀9ORK�฀����=	�฀3UITTS�S฀BOOK฀BEST฀EXPLORES฀(UGO฀
"LACK�S฀DEVELOPMENT฀AS฀AN฀OUTSTANDING฀JURIST฀AND฀INTERPRETER฀OF฀THE฀5�3�฀
#ONSTITUTION฀AND฀FEDERAL฀STATUTES�฀
฀ 7HILE฀HIS฀BOOK฀APPROACHES฀THE฀SUBJECT฀MATTER฀THE฀WAY฀OTHER฀AUTHORS฀
DO�฀I�E��฀CHRONOLOGICALLY�฀3UITTS�S฀METHOD฀OF฀RESEARCHING฀AND฀EVALUATING฀AND฀
WRITING฀IS฀OUTSTANDING�฀(E฀HAS฀PAINTED฀A฀PORTRAIT฀THAT฀DOES฀NOT฀AVOID฀THE฀
WARTS฀AND฀THE฀IMPULSES�฀HE฀DEPICTS฀THE฀GOOD฀AND฀THE฀BAD฀REALISTICALLY฀IN฀
THIS฀SUCCESSFUL฀EFFORT฀TO฀GIVE฀HIS฀AUDIENCE฀�FROM฀GENERAL฀READERS฀TO฀SCHOL

ARS	฀A฀CLEAR฀SENSE฀OF฀WHO฀(UGO฀"LACK฀WAS฀AND฀WHY฀HE฀ACTED฀AS฀HE฀DID�
฀ !S฀A฀SCHOLAR฀WHO฀ALSO฀WROTE฀ABOUT฀THESE฀FORMATIVE฀YEARS฀OF฀"LACK�S฀LIFE�฀
)฀WAS฀STUNNED฀BY฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀3UITTS�S฀RESEARCH�฀)N฀PREPARING฀THE฀BOOK�฀
HE฀MUST฀HAVE฀SPENT฀MANY฀MONTHS�฀INDEED฀YEARS�฀PORING฀OVER฀BACK฀ISSUES฀
OF฀!LABAMA฀NEWSPAPERS�฀!ND฀THIS฀EFFORT฀HAS฀GIVEN฀US฀A฀PROFOUNDLY฀VIBRANT฀
VIEW฀OF฀THE฀SOCIAL�฀POLITICAL�฀AND฀RACIAL฀HISTORY฀OF฀LATE฀NINETEENTH฀AND฀EARLY฀
TWENTIETH฀CENTURY฀!LABAMA�฀5SING฀THESE฀ORIGINAL฀SOURCES฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀MORE฀
CONVENTIONAL฀BIOGRAPHICAL฀MATERIALS฀�LETTERS�฀"LACK�S฀MARGINALIA฀IN฀BOOKS฀
IN฀ HIS฀ LIBRARY�฀ ETC�	�฀ 3UITTS฀ GIVES฀ THE฀ READER฀ lNELY฀ CRAFTED฀ DESCRIPTIONS฀
OF฀ "LACK�S฀ EXPERIENCES฀ AND฀ EXPLANATIONS฀ FOR฀ HIS฀ PARADOXICAL฀ BEHAVIOR�฀
&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀AS฀A฀TRIAL฀LAWYER฀IN฀SEGREGATIONIST฀"IRMINGHAM฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀
����S�฀HE฀USED฀THE฀WORD฀hNIGGERv฀FOR฀EFFECT฀IN฀CIVIL฀AND฀CRIMINAL฀TRIALS฀BUT฀
SUBSEQUENTLY฀FOUGHT฀FOR฀EQUALITY฀FOR฀ALL฀!MERICANS฀�SEE฀HIS฀#HAMBERS฀V�฀
&LORIDA฀OPINION	�
฀ 3UITTS�S฀BOOK฀IS฀A฀SIGNIlCANT฀ADDITION฀TO฀THE฀SCHOLARSHIP฀ON฀THE฀LIFE฀OF฀
(UGO฀"LACK�฀)T฀IS฀REQUIRED฀READING฀FOR฀ANYONE฀INTERESTED฀IN฀DISCOVERING฀
THE฀ROOTS฀OF฀(UGO฀"LACK�S฀JURISPRUDENCE�
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